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Soviet Russia and French Revolution Compared

Many Points of Simi-

larity Between Bol-
sheviki and Jaco-
bins are Noteworthy,
Espectally Tenets of

German Origin.

By DAVID S. MUZZEY.
Associgte Professor of History,

A, B.. Harvard, 1893; B, D,, New York

University, 1887; Ph, D., Columbia,
1907
EASONING by, analogy 1s: a very
subtle temptation both to the
philesopher and the historian. To the
former it offers a relaxation from striet
logigal sequences; to the latter a relief
from ' painstaking research.  Analogy
furnishes a line of least resistance, It is
o muclLeasier to rest in the realm of su-
perficial resemblances than to penetrate
in the depths of fundamenial diversities.
The latter process, besides discovering
new facts which must be imluded in our
mental ssnthesis, also discovers unwel-
enme facte which compel us¢to revise onr
rherished ereed of finality. It is a chal-
lenge both fo our inertiasand to our
prejudice.
Weakness Common to 'King and
Czar.

The most .tempting morsel of histor-
enl analogy that our generation has
{urnished 18 the comparison of the Rus-
sian revolution of 1017 with the great
French revolution of 1780-1795. The re-
semblances, indeed, are many.and strik-
ing. In each case a long established
dynasty was overthrown because its last
weak seion on the throne, after vielding
to pressure from the enlightened reform-
ers of his realm to call the. representatives
of the nation together, treacherously re-
fused to give those repwresentatives his
eonfidence and support. In each case the
control of the revolution. passed rapidly
nut of the hands of the moderates, who
stood for the reform of political abuses
with the retention of an orderly bourgeois
sneial structure, into the hands of a small
and determined band of soeial revolution-
ists, who, under the pretext of “complet-
ing”" the revolution, attacked institutions.
customs and eontracts which the great
majority of the enlightened men of the
nation regarded as necessary and proper,
if not sacred, and persecuted, exiled or
massacred the moderates as “ecounter
revolutionsts,”

In the nine monthe following the over-
throw of Loms XVL the convention
which had been elected to frame a consti-
tution for France was the scene of a
tremendons battle betweem Girondist and
Jacobin whieh ended in the exelusion and
proseription of the advocates of an in-
clusive, federalist, representative, demo-
eratic republic and the triumph of the
dictatorship of the Jacohin Commities
of Public Safety. In the eight months
following the overthrow of Nicholas 11,
pending the eleetion of the assembly
which was to frame a democratie eonsti-
tution for Russia, the provisional eoahition

. Government of Prinee Lyvov and the Mod-

erale Soctalist Government of Kerensky
were hoth undermined by the Communist
propaganda of the Soviets, which tn-
umphed in the Bolshevist dietatorship of
Lenine and Trotzky.

In each ease, furthermore, there existed
side by side in the capital two centres of
anthority—one national, the other local.
The convention in Paris and the demo-
eratie conference (or pre-parliament) in
Petrograd were charged with the difficult
tasl* of the nrganization of the national
pover—a task difficult for two reasons:
Fiirst, beeause long centuries of arbitrary
rule had deprived the land of that nation-
wide political edueation on which a stabla
democracy must rest, and secondly, he-
cause a representative demoeratie govern-
ment must perforee be a coalition, recon-
eiling eonflicting economic interests as
well as hostile political sects. Confront-
ing these sorely tried national bodies were
the Jacobin Club in Paris and the Council
of Workmen's and Soldiers’ Delegates
ithe Soviet) in Petrograd, hoth opposed
to moderation, conciliation, representative
government and federa] authority. The
Jacobins, like the Bolsheviki, meant to
“finish” the revolution, to oust the bour-
geoisie and put the “peaple” in control, to
take revenge on wealth and power for
wverrs of exploitation and oppression, to
vegenerate the state and even the world
by the rule of the uneorrupted, the “vir-
tuons,” the plain and poor toiler,

They had an elaborate arganization of
espionage and propaganda. They ap-
peaied to the masses in the cities and did
not liesitate to arm and incite the desper-
ate. Their appeal to the virtuous citizeen
against “the mieh, the well born and the
ahle” fell, as such appeats always fall, on
willing ears, They began their politieal
agitation first by bringing pressure fo
bear on the assembly by delegations and
representations, then they dictated to it
an' terrorized it by arméd mohs, and
finally they sent troops which they had
suhorned to put an end to national, demo-
eratic, representative government — in
Paris by “purging” the Canvention of the
Girondists, in Petrograd by closing the
doors of the Constituent Assembly. In
hoth France and Russia the object of the
vielorious radicals was to spread their
rile over the whale vonntry. by persua-
sion if possihle, but by forve if there was
“goarter revolutionary” resislance. For

the rather inconsistent dogma of the Jaco-
hins and Bolshewiki was that this same
“virtuons” class, which was so much bet-
ter fitted to rule than the corrupt bour-
geoisie, did not know what was good for
them until they were instructed (some-
what in the manner of Clovis's and
Charlemagne’s forced baptisms) by the
missionaries of Robespierre and Lenine,
Besidea these points of resemblance in
the general pature and course of the revo-
lutions in Franse and Russia the student
whao is enrfous of historieal analogies ean
find many surprising coincidences in de-
tnil. The derivation of the Bolshevist
politieal philosophy from German sources
is unquestioped. Lenina himself boasts
that he is putting into practice the Marx-
ian doctrine pure and simple, though John
Spargo, a carefol student of Karl Marx,
contends that Leninism is only a spurious
Marxism, Genuine or spurious, however,

1702: “I am persunded that the seeds of
many of the extravagant and diabolical
doctrines that spread with such unparal-
leled laxurianee in the hotbeds of France
were carried from Germany."

The desperate confidence of the people
of Petrogmd in the Bolsheviki when it
seemed as if the Prussian army must
march from Rign and Jucobstadt to storm
the capital recalls ihe pauic in Paris when
Longwy and Verdun fell and only Dan
ton seemed to stand between the revolu.
tion and the Prussians. In its session of
April 17, 1017, the Democratic Couneil at
Petrograd adopted a programme of for-
eign poliey “under pressure from the
Soviet.” An educated member of that
session might have let his thoughts wander
to another hall in which the delegates whao
were laboring to organize a national gov-
ernment were often foreed to legislate
“under pressure” from the Jacobing of

prisons of Paris, the drownings in the
Blaek Sea by the movades de Nantes, the
deseeration of the Kremlin by the dese-
erntion of Notre Dame. The very phrase-
ology of the leaders ix the same; the Bol-
shevik tirudes againsl the bourgeoisie are
copied almost verbatim from the diatribes
of Robespierre.”

For all this spparent preestablished
harmony belween the French and Russian
revolutions, a closer examination of the
movements reveals sach fundamental dif-
ferences that the student or statesman
would not have the shightest justification
for procecding by the rule of the fourth
proportional to fill out by propheey what
is not yet revealed in history. First of
ull, in comparing the Freneh and Russian
revolutions, we are comparing the known
with the unknown, the finished with the
incomplets, the statue with the torso.
The France of 1789, in spite of anomalies

of what has been going on in Russia for
the last few years have been fragmentary
and contradictory, not alone hecause they
have been censored or garbled, but alse
because one man's Russis differs from an-
other's, as Holland differs from Italy.
The student of the French Revolution
has documents of extrmordinary fulness
at his disposal. From the very first he
has the reports of organized national as-
semblies (the Constituent, the Legislative,
the (Convention) whieh succeeded *each
other in practieally unbroken eontinuity.
And even before the meeting of the
States General he has  picture of the
social and political condition of France in
the thousands of cahiers de doleances, or
statements of grievanoes, sent in by invi-
tation of the King, from the eclergy,
nobles and third estate of all the adminis-
trative departments of the kingdom,
The Russia of 1917, however, is mute.
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] A hitne oy s e wndsealing

Frr et tht ddhengne, g 10 suve tine, §euneluddd it

Shctorting I T';‘:t"‘,“" | woull start=rather than waiting wn hiour or twe at the
| hottse for the stage to call far mz, On Sunnday, fora

:h.ul.m:n of 1 stoetie=ths sun rose in all ts magmé- |

e 11 |miched Brooklyn, The stuze was not there, my first

Ll quiezing look, at the same time taking a lone

Wtk s withering sngurd
T bve | iake martared, T gore

Usie ther —hoe b given
1 dark and 3 dewlate grane,

To the heart thou bad rivva

The Iyre ol e bard is usstrung,
Al s rhards are ol hattered |

T hesrt of e puort s wrosg,
And hie ot e sie westtered §

I mserm i the Madim of might,
Iathe sorren of ferliog,

1 eours iht thy hare dauld be light,

1 wsurn that g Your roulbd b franl,
Avihe des drup sdorming
The Bo'ren thot Mo in the vale,
1 the (rebuwess of maming
Bt Miiterne teors | e shed |
From the Lot wf my sarvew,
Tihat anahior will pilion thy head,
Err the dvwn wl i merree,
N Vark, dupudd 205k

‘_.[-;'w i Herald )
AMATEUR PENCIL SKETCHES,

ctiremett, awl sk away inte sefltary forgetfulneas,
the comfiry with ia n, ite ‘vlear aky, ita ncence
of beatity, wid uhave all i haly stillusas, seem,

by nutire for his reteest. Feeling aa 1 do the full foree
of he nbove, | consiler a woek spent ul the house of
some (riend, far in the bowels of the country, an cem-
hining inore real plessure, than & menth spent s the
bkl “ tinis and e F d‘ﬂﬂ"ﬂ?ﬂl‘" l.l‘

fore the rewder will not be surprissd that [ did not mak
the * fashionalle tone* 1f @ man, how ever, who wishes
to study the hittin mind in all ite varety, 1 would a8-
vise limg to 611 lile povtmanteay and sart inimediately
far Naratgpe.

What i is moee independent than » , one
wha s weound him n fine farm with all ita necesss-
tiea ! | wilt nnewer for one and all my city readem
that such u il experiences in ope yenr, mare resl and
aincere pleasure thian n * fashionable" nan, with he
particn of plensurc=yvisil to the Springs=simpinous
dinner slecpless niglits=will it nine, all speat oo
i his own war, aiud with nothing bt plessiire for hia

wide ' Ta b= sure, 0 inan that i bom in the city—

reuthied ull bis days o city mir, and reeeive a city edu-
eatini, it seens hard 1o Iuvc ite gay scenea (or the
modent metirement, wpd solitary stilloess of & cousiry
lifi. How swoet is o ramble in the weods, where one
feels and: knows himsell ulone. To a peet itis the
only stndy firpcd by natore,  There s something in
the scone which druws lis soul away from the grovelting
thoughts that wsum his every duy mind, s in the atill-
meas thal reizns around, his imacioatnn soars away
fancs's bliesfil pegions, and retums nehly rr-itgl.l
with the hansony of poctry. | useally swrt for »
inrrr of wouds the moment 1 thiuk I am at liberty
rave the house, and | find in this retrewt w bland and
delightful Feling, wlieh even occupies iy beeast a1
athor ioeents, | set ine an sotne ainhitious reot, thet
wislien tn pear its head I? the mide of thay, which form
i io support, asd I indulge in all manner af soinbre and
unlum‘mh reflections, and when | have wound up my
fochings ull ¥ ean Lear them no longer, 1 retum home,
and the 8oejory there dissiputes my reflections, and my
minil, like the LWie sky alter & ptorm, ot more serens
and calm than before,

Scenery. One clinr lovely aficroon, a party con-
sisting of Lalf & seare of lndics and gentlenicn, of whom
I wus one, started] for 11— Hill, from wlich 1 war
tolil | wunld see one of the inost beaunfnl prospeets |
ever witncssed, as it hoghts compmnded 8 viow of the
sitmunding country for mansy milce. T e one of na-
ture's adinurees, aml mllm} tiine tudn from viewing &
splendid Yand scape on canvar, 1o one of inoderaie beau-
ties formed by nature, and & seene convoyed to paper
with the most niinute accumes, loses in iy eye, hal
iee e, Aflor awals af nearly tas miles, in which
iy exne rested b nearly cvery varlety of scendry, we
reached the top—and if ever 1 wae strack with holy
nwe, it was this moinent, | know not whether it was
fiutality ar not, but just as [reached the op ihe sun was

1,

A JADNT.

Suge Ralinz.  Realer have you ever cxpenienced
the yir, the dust, and sweat of a lonz nde in & sjage '
you fiare then ot 1« useless for me to cxplain it; for
great e nivat be the powers of o man's description, |
et could vavklly pamt on~ balf jre inconvenienres,— |
Yot ko gng it« slla by dbenr bought experience, | was !
wduced on Frday, the = of Anzast, to pegister mv |
nonw o seat o the #taze that was 1o start the pext
tas 1 H—H—. I hadl soiie little biusiness 1o |

et to be ot Brookivn st 12=ilie time 1 was told it

woiler—as | <eldom slant on & prirney but it e the

eencr, il bifd fair 1o e a delightfil=hot day ; and 1
setiills begon to grow shizay ot the thoughts of my
vl 1 wins derained in vy Bssdness Jongor than T ane
(ticipared, ol ) was some time ofter taclve befige |

§thoughts wore that it was gone,  With n vowce treme
hinz fotn aver exertion and wmpnise, | inguired of &
" | s
s w i shosed leaning Laek against the dnor past, =i |
the stage bdl stiirted,”  Started ' be exd Jaiined, witlim

Arvetican sexar fronn his mouth, paffing ita horrihle
lncrfu-lu In my lee=and completely covering my |
wwts with a mouthful of tobaceo juice, * Why it dont

atart i un honr 1™ My portmantess involuntary drogt
from ms hands, and for & moment 1 adlowed myeclf to
be in a desperate passion, which s | am o men of
werk dispasiiion put me, in & profuse perspioytion—
Patirnee i+ n virtue, and a cardinal one 100, and hapny
14 the man or wivnan who s blessed with a plentful
sugpls.  Now for my part T always knew 1l meay-
ing of the wanl, bt for th> sanl of me could never
practier it,  Here then was  call foe nll my patience,
rven to the It grain—oue wholr bour 10 wast i the |
ey’ Had | been sildicted to ersing, * 1 should Liuve

Mined=perhape—iny foce iu iny hands and sohhed

aleud.” " After o lone weary hour, of nearly a week to |
me, the atace did ecome, 1 grasped my purtmantes,

and mushed for the stage=buot it was full!  “The driver |
bl gosen my sent ta n Il and lefiine 1o 26t to H— i
H— the best wuy Lesald® Ir js pseless fur e 1o |
et imto e cant plimses necessary o deseribe o |
|||-'||'||-|in'||||rnl. but I assure vou it was vaod hrar- |
i Yer reader there war some consalation lent, for

the dnver * pitving wy pifeful face®—=tnld ine thatif 1|
chmow | ght ide on the Boor !

This was a new and hornble way of ndisg 10 ne—|
always consider the invide bad enough—and 1 aceept-
od the sap with much reluetance, for b 2ay the trnh
yihere was one or (wo of my female acquaintances in-
wle. At the time we started there was a delightful
smasliine, without the least chaner of sereening myself
from 114 ras, for the situation 1 ecrnpied mm all
my encroice (o keep myvaell on, without ing the
uinhrells.  We travelled a1 the astonishing rate of five
wiles an hour, and you mux wllow that my sitaanén,
tapased to the unremitted mys ol an August sun. was
nthine else but plensine. Howerer | bul ample
tine 10 view the country as | passed. and indulge in
the thomghts of or rezret, as they each were

e wuieh ot

erau
Ofhears dﬂu?ﬂl L
sty Wil

whose dety It in 32 sttend dally
it the afioe of the

W esrcwls the urden of the Migis-

tradey, vig !

J s Moy Hoeh Constable, 8 Lhpensrd ot . Benjamin L Haps,
¥ Livpemard oi; William ¥. W Chrictie s | Jomes
M.,_I:C&ﬁ-u:}-’u Theomnes, 8 Contre ot | Desmis
Brink, 48 Leosand ot | Chester [Tant 18 Mebwrry #; Wa
M. Spurks i cormer Loweari W. Marrid, B Mal-
Serry o, 240 Orungr #3 s T Hee-
na;!ﬁ-b-'v% Li oy M. 4
Juy ot B Froshlis 8 Flisaheth o, Jogn Y
19 O, o ., rremmich oty Johe 8 Murd-

wppermost in my mind. We armived after & ride of
wearly six hours,at the house of Mr. ——— about sup-
down, aml, immediately on alizhti itunt

| the elomds that lingered nroiind jts retiring

i Bl and still g heart eould wish, and

sinkitiz beliind the hills in 3 bed of gloey, and tingin
form, w
all the varigus colors of the minbow, in which red and
furplr. hliie and fleecy white were mtermived with every

ile which eonl] presibly chann the hrign aye, Na-
tiee séetied o linld ste Dreath it rapiuee, at mll'»—
did seene hor fairs Tand bad wose, }‘--r wol the alightest
breath aecm>d 1o fan the leaves into & rusthe; was
| gused away
wy sonl, Toward the west Iy the Sound, ane ealm
unpuied siseet of ol g Waisi. 4 U208 ) the Tn
and fonn « sisall prowontory, C Be— and H—
H—=ran inio the land, for & distiwre of some six or
sci e miles, their sides strewn with the dacllings of the
itklustrions fanner, Linuiedintely opposite o B
1 an ieland, beyond wlich wi souw len breaka i rege
ular form, the saund is sern at ntervals mueh resem.
hling the fragments of hroken niirror, strewn aimund the
Aoy i which evers obieet in refleeted with the mont
minute aceurney,  Awoy in the distance is the High
Ionds of New York, reaning their fading forms i sune
tipt'd elond.  Towanls the east the soeuie is 0ot 8o neh
asl voluprious, bt still possessing sufficient beanty wa
ehann less ronumtie eves thun miine. The Liotle village
of He==was noasly ‘the anly thing whicl n:ldwl.lL
serne heamifiil, which howeser, blended with the ﬂrt
fields of coon that were seen spotting the plains wit
livels grocii—the extensive wi of loeusts, and the
small space of sea that wus secn away 1o the east, sall
cantinie te hold me 1o the spot, bt evening was draw
ing m=h, and iy compamion remawled me that our pare
1 hadd stanted. Teoull not leava it, | hiad heen drawn
away by a spefl, amd it was with mueh reluctanee that
1 tore mysell away feom the beauties that surrounded
e, ™ b walk agnin on the dull Fant,*

Rrctoioes Prave—A Jewish pluy of which frag-
ments are sl preserved in Gireek Bambie, in the Srat
drawma known 1o have been written on a seriptare subs
jeete 1 taken from Esodus: a wner in the cha-
ructer of Moses, delivers the we, i a wpeech of
winty lines, and his md is tumed into & serpent on the
stimes The play i cuppesed ta have been written a1
the elose of the seccond century, by one Erekiel, a Jow,
e 1 Aitied spectacle to animaie his di-Fcr wed beethren
F-l_:n the hopes of u funre deliveragze from their cap.

1,

Fire euperor Julian made a law that no Chrstias
stunld be tanzht in the Heathen schoels or make wse
of that benrmmg ¢ hot there were twa mea living at that
tin, whe exerted their talents to suppls the deficiency
ul vi-truetion and eutertainment that the Cliristians ex-
werioneed (rom Julian's edicl; these were Ajwllinarive,

Jihop of Leachiern, and his fther a pricst of the same
cits ; thay were both scholars well shilled in oratory
and the rules of umpﬂil'u‘lﬂ of high literary ree
sown. Apollinariue, thv elder, s profonad phi .
wanslnted the five books of Moses wito hereic verse, and
in the sams manmer composed the history of the larsel-
ité4 10 the tivne of Sanl, ings n poem of tweaty-four
books, in initation of Homer. He alsd wrote ¥
odex and tumcd particular historics and portions of the
oll and new Tettmnent into Comedies ninl Trigedsen,
after Uef wanner of Meander, Furipsies wnd Pindar—
His som, the Dishoy, sn cloquent theiaricimn and alres
Ay un nntagoniat of Julian's, antiene thut the Chris
tans wizht unt be ignorant

of any species of Gresd
twm, formed the writings of the evangeliots, and

frum my

the misery | experienced completely vanished. There |
un feelme of exquinite pleasure in arriving at o farm
house after u long tedions journey, just as the dav ie |
drawing tn a close, the volnptoous of ~vening s
thrmwing its sable mantle of darkaves amund the scene, |
the low murmues of the slaeping wimd, the bellow of |
the cow, or the bleat of the lamb, seemed olyreis #n |
arw 1o the city eyes and ears, that few can holp feelne

dhnt atill barmony which the seene in ralealated 1o e

“Eanl!* 8o a man of moderate habitx and c3. '
paeity, onr who js nt charmed with the eollness of

th: morks of ihe apustles, into dialogucs i the maanee
of Plata,
o=l
Tt waakd b whimsicnl, thow NETRAING e
werr wr‘ (r‘]rnl A pereon say, “R-fmrl; hat llﬂi*
perean bawl an e v
shomid ha:r h:}::? N s e i
A Tool ie mot alwans witheat wit: Wi
T eyt o e
e 1 ;
T hlh.zl::.n‘ hands of & rbild: without it be

There are abont thirty prnnds of hoed in the hamng

fushionable Tk, nnd is willing 1o srened 8 fow davs in ! bodv, xad canerly two bandred aud fo/t -sirht besen

it is German. Now, in the vear of Ameri-
ean independenss, thirteen years before
the Assembly of the States General, which
opened the revolution in Franee, an order
eilled the Illuminati was founded in Ba-
varia, The prineiples of the order in-
cluded a condemnation of patriotism and
loyalty as “narrow minded prejudiee in-
compatible with universal benevolence.”
The Illuminati pronounced against re-
ligion, marriage and private property.
A cartain M. Craufurd, a friend of the
French Queen, wrote to William Pitt in

Paris. And the Trotzkys who were pro-
testing against the “dual impotepce of a
government which was not able and a
Soviet which did not dare” were only
echoing St. Just's “Whoever stops half
way in a revolution digs his own grave.”
“Not only in its secret organization,” says
Mrs. Webster in the epilogue of her new
study of the French Revolution, “but in its
outward manifestation the Russian revolu-
tion has obviously been inspired hy the
French, the September massacres in the
nrisome of Patrograd by those in the

in government and law, in spite of in-
equalities of opportunity and injustice in
taxation, was still the most highly unified
country on the continent of Europe. The
Russin of 1917, on the other hand, in spite
of the despotic reach of the Czar’s arm
from Archangel to the Caspian Bea, was
a congerie of states of diverse traditions,
aims, languages and enstoms. One eould
know much of the French of Toulouse by
visiling Normandy in 1789, but one ecould
kmow little of the Russians of Ukraine by
visiting Novgarod in 1017. Our reports

The representatives of the people, elected
by universal suffrage on the overthrow of
the Crzar, to make a democratic eonstitu-
tion, were dispersed by Lenine's janissaries
after a mngle troubled night of delibera-
tion, “overwhelmed with the insults of
the faction in power (the Bolsheviki)
and ita supporters in the galleries, a howl-
ing mob of lynchers, terrorized by the
guns of the fleet anchored in the Neva
and the machine guns planted even in the
courtyard of the Taurida palacs, and
finally insulted by the brutality of a sol-

toward property.

Greatest Contrast of

the Two Revolts
is the Attitude of
the Dominating
Factions Toward
Property Rights.

dier who eame at dawn to order the pen
ple’s representatives to leave the |l
becawss the guards were bired!” Such 5

the deseription of an eyewilness. The

Constitutent Assembly of all the Russins
lived one night, bul it was ten years attor
the meeting of the States General (i
Napoleon Bonaparte drowe the elected
representatives of France out of their
hall at the point of the bayonet, Those
ten years are the history of the revolution
in France, The revolution in Russia re-
mains to be wnitten.

One further general remark. The
French revolution means vastly different
things to different students. For the
evolutionary historian, following the [eard
of De Toequeville and Edgar Quinet, it 1s
the wecomplishment of a body of wonder-
ful reforms in state, church and social
status in the construetive vears 1780.1701,
For Carlyle and Taine it is a cataclysm,
the “upbursting of anarchy" in the Jaeco-
bin fury of 1793-1784. For Kropotkin i
is the stified erv of the proletarian and
the peasant, There is no more suggestive
faet in the whole movement than this, that
at the end of each erisis—when the Stytes
General were assembled, when the first
congtitution was adopted, when the King
was dethroned, when the convention was
“purged” of Girondists, when Robespierre
wa, executed, when Napoleon’s “whiff of
grapeshot swept the Rue St. Honore,
when his coup d'ctat of Brumaire cleared
the hall of the Five Hundred at St. Cloud
—volces were raised proelaiming, “Now
the revolution is accomplished!” With
which of these stages or aspeets of the
French revolution do the seekers of his.
torical analogies mean to compare the
events in Russia?

Russia’s Revolution on a New

Basis.

But assuming that it is the Jacobin
domination of 1783-17%4 that they have
in mind as the “real” revolution (& posi-
tion in which they would be supported hy
comparatively few historians to-day. like
Mrs. Webster, quoted above), even here
the differences in principle are so pro-
found as to make the coincidences seem
trivial and to render any prophetic dedue-
tions futile, First of all, Jacobinism was
a political dogma. Drawing his inspira-
tion chiefly from Rousseau, Robespierre
was the exponent of a theory, not the
leader of a eause. That theory was the
highly speculative and never proven doe-
irine of a “virtuous” society, uncorrupted
an' uncontaminated by the sermility paid
to wrbitrary kings, arrogant aristocracies
and insolent plutocracies, If there were
some practical results, like the maximum
aml the guillotine, they were only the in-
eviluble corollaries of the theorem. Robes-
pierre moved in a world of theory, an un-
resl world, He wus the produet of an
“age of reason.” Since the days of the
sclwnlmen (to whom Robespierre really
belonged) life had not been so sompletely
charted as it was in the closing vears of
the eighteenth eentury. Threa facts su-
pervened in the nineteenth century to sep-
arute the Europe of to-day by a greal
guli from the eneyclopadie optimism of
the “philosophes” and to make Robes-
pierre’s recipes for the production of
Rousseau’s perfect society sound like the
veriest quackery. Those facts were the
development of the industmal revolution,
with the consequent emergence of the cap-
italistie and proletarian classes, the prog-
rese of the natural as distinguighed from
the moral and purely speculative seienees,
and the growth of the political power of
the actual middle elass of Europe—nol
the virluous savages of Rousseau, but the
unvirtuous eivilises of Balzac. Karl Marx,
Darwin and Louis Blane met together,
lik: the three witehes on the heath, under
& sky lurid with the fires of the wmid-cen-
tury revolutiens, to brew the boiling cul-
droa of modern Europe's fate. Hence-
forth it is econditions and not theories that
¢onfront the Disraelis, the Bismarcks, the
Giaribaldis, the Jaureses, the Lloyd
Georges—and the Lenines,

The Russian revolution rests on hases
that were non-existent in Robespierre's
day. It was born of that tremendous in-
dustrial acceleration which Moissaye Olgn
has deseribed so convineingly in the apen-
ing pages of his “'Soul of the Russian
Revolution.” It was first and foremost
demand that the shackles of a benumbing
despotism be struck off from the limbs of
a mighty people,\stirring like Hodin’s
“Penseur” to action. A Marxian Lenine
may be, or may think himself to be. That
matters little, He is wholly a revolution-
ist, vowed to put down the mighty from
their seats and exalt the men of low de-
gree, to expropnate, confiscate, regulale,
dominate, and to carry the red flag around
the world.

Contrasts of the Two Revolts

No greater contrast could be found be-
tween the .Jacobins and the Bolsheviki
than appears in their respective attifude
Though Robespierr®
thought that it was incompatible with
virtue for a citizen to be worth more than
3,000 livres, be was firm in his support of
private property. The ecommunism ©f

Contiouad on Follswina [ace.




